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While you might think that 
the headline for this article is 
the beginning of  some chil-
dren’s story, it is not. The giant 
potato tree is a real plant up to 
15- to 20-feet tall with amazing 
purplish flowers. Although it 
is related to the potato, it does 
not produce any, and all plant 
parts are toxic. As a small, 
quick-growing tree with large 
leaves and stunning flowers, the 
giant potato tree can make a 
beautiful focal point specimen.

I first saw the giant potato 
tree on Pine Island and really 
admired its unique shape and 
flowers. It was probably 12-feet 
tall and fairly wide with huge 
12-inch long, oak-like leaves. 
The undersides of  the leaves, 
stems and branches are armed 
with sharp thorns, so handle 
with care.

The flowers are color-shift-
ing as they emerge purple, 
and then fade to lavender 
and then to white — not 
unlike Brunfelsia grandiflo-
ra — Yesterday, Today, and 
Tomorrow. All three colors 

are on the tree at one time 
providing a multi-color treat for 
the eyes.

Each five-pointed, star-
shaped flower has an or-
ange-yellow center accenting 
the already beautiful bloom. 
In our area, some flowers are 
followed by round, golf-ball-
sized green fruit full of  seeds. 
The giant potato tree can be 
easily propagated by seed with 
a great number of  seeds germi-
nating — plenty for friends and 
neighbors. You can also root 
cuttings. In either case, this tree 
grows quickly and vigorously, 
so accommodate it appropriate-
ly by steadily repotting until it 

goes into the landscape.
Pollinators love this Brazilian 

plant. Carpenter bees and 
bumble bees are all over the 
flowers buzzing with delight as 
they rubble about in search of  
abundant pollen and nectar.

Again, a reminder that you 
should consider all parts of  
this plant toxic as it is in the 
Nightshade family. Also, don’t 
forget that the thorns can be a 
problem. There is a thorn-less 
cultivar called Thornless that is 
available in the market.

Plant the giant potato tree 
in full sun in average, well-
drained soil. As it is tropical 
in nature, it can get damaged 
by frosts, so have suitable frost 
protection blankets available if  
necessary. Any damaged leaves 
and branches tend to grow back 
in warmer weather without a 
problem. You can selectively 
prune it to shape in March 
each year to keep it in-bounds. 
Otherwise, the giant potato tree 
is a vigorous and impressive 
ornamental plant to include 
into your landscape. It can be a 

showstopper, so be prepared for 
positive comments.

For more information 
on all types of  ornamental 
trees suitable for our area, 
or to ask a question, please 
visit www.facebook.com/
CharlotteMGLifeline.

Ralph E. Mitchell is the 
Director/Horticulture Agent for 
the UF/IFAS Charlotte County 
Extension Service. He can be 
reached at 941-764-4344 or ralph.
mitchell@charlottecountyfl.gov.

The giant potato tree can be a showstopper
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An assortment of purple, lavender and white flowers.

RALPH E. MITCHELL
Master Gardener

By TAMI GARCIA
GONDOLIER CORRESPONDENT

WEST VILLAGES — As West 
Villages Marketplace continues 
to grow and Wellen Park 
breaks ground on new projects 
surrounding it, a variety of  
eateries are opening, or in the 
process of  opening.

The first one to open was 
China 1, operated by Danny 
Shi, which caters to dine-in 
and carry-out. Shi later opened 
Fuji Sushi just as COVID-19 
started to impact restaurants 
around the world.

The latest set to open is 
Irma’s Tacos, set to start 
serving in early July.

Currently operating at West 
Villages Marketplace are:

China 1: Tony Shi is the main 
chef  at China 1 and is the 
brother of  Danny Shi, who 
owns the establishment. China 
1 features chicken, pork, beef  
and seafood dishes.

It is open from 11 am. 

to 9 p.m. daily at 12189 
Mercado Drive, Venice. Its 
phone number is 941-493-
2299 and its website is www.
chinaonevenice.com.

China 1 and Fuji Sushi 
are staffed with those who 
have more than 30 years of  
experience in food industry.

Fuji Sushi: Danny Shi is the 
head chef  and owner of  Fuji 
Sushi. It is his first effort 
at a restaurant. Fuji Sushi 
offers more than 30 different 
types of  sushi, more than 12 
types of  sake. It specializes 
in American cuisine, sushi, 
hibachi and Vietnamese 
noodles, also offering more 
than 10 different types of  
seafood, with dine-in or carry-
out available. The restaurant 
also offers a soft bar.

It is open from 3 p.m. to 
9 p.m. at 12205 Mercado Drive, 
Venice. Its phone number is 
(941) 492-6677 and website is 
www.fujisushihibachinoodles.
com.

Irma’s Tacos Craft Beer and 
Tequila Bar: Tommy Villani, 
owner of  Irma’s Tacos, 
said it is set to open July 10 
and remains under under 
construction featuring an 
outdoor cocktail party and 
entertainment from 5 to 8 p.m. 
It is at 12221 Mercado Drive, 
Venice.

Peachwave: Vanessa Tinsley, 
owner of  Peachwave, is an 
IslandWalk resident. She, 
along with her husband 
Rob, own and operate the 
new Peachwave. Peachwave 
offers 12 different flavors of  
yogurt daily, reduced sugar 
yogurt, non-dairy Dole whip, 
smoothies and floats, with 
many different toppings to 
choose from. Guests are also 
able to mix and match flavors.

It is open from noon to 9 p.m. 
daily for dine-in or carry-out 
at 12157 Mercado Drive, Venice. 
Its phone number is 941-460-
8816 and its website: www.
peachwaveyogurt.com.

Bocca Lupo Coal Fired Pizza: 
Bocca Lupo uses coal fire to 
cook its pies. The restaurant 
offers sit-down dining as well 
as full-service bar, carry-out, 
specializing in coal fired pizza, 
calzones, subs, wings, salads, 
pasta and appetizers

It is open from 11 a.m. to 
10 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday and noon to 9 p.m. 
Sunday at 12105 Mercado 
Drive, Venice. Its phone 
number is 941-676-9653 
and its website is www.
boccalupopizza.com.

West Villages Marketplace eateries opening up
As COVID-19 

hit, restaurants 
slowed down; now 
some are back in 

business
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Vanessa Tinsley, owner of Peachwave, is also a resident of 
IslandWalk at the West Villages. She, along with her husband 
Rob, own and operate the new West Villages Marketplace 
location of Peachwave at 12157 Mercado Drive, Venice. 
Its phone number is 941-460-8816 and website is www.
peachwaveyogurt.com.

Mindy D’Orazio, Realtor®
941.882.2555

Island Living at it’s fi nest

NEWLY REMODELED AND EXPANDED HOME 
approximately 2000 sq ft, 3BD, 2.5BA w/garage. New spacious 
kitchen includes all new appliances, counters and Cambria Quartz 
countertops. New porcelain tile throughout. All new electrical and 
plumbing systems replaced in remodel.  Exterior doors and windows 
are new w/hurricane rated impact glass and much more. $630,000
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In The 
Neighborhood

Street Legal On The Course

Street Legal Experts
Free pickup and delivery!

We sell new and pre-owned street legal golf cars!
Already have a golf car? We can convert it to street legal for you!

1590 Tamiami Trail S • Venice, FL 34293
941.484.8059 • affordablegolfcars.com
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TrustcoBank.com
800-670-3110

Promotional offer valid from 5/11/2020 until 6/30/2020. Please note: We reserve the right to alter or withdraw these products 
or certain features without prior notification.

Since 1902, Trustco Bank has been your trusted
partner for all your business banking needs.

Make the switch and get
over $200 in value!

We are open
For Your Business!

Home Town Business Checking
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QUIT YOUR WAY
Quitting tobacco isn’t easy. Finding help should be.

Gulfcoast South Area Health Education Center 

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, quitting is more 
important than ever!  Let us help you get the support 

you need from the comfort of your own home.

Pre-registration required!

Call 866-534-7909 

(if medically appropriate for those 18 years of age or older)

and participant workbook and materials.

DOUBLES 

ad
no

=
37

52
39

6-
1

ad
no

=
37

51
81

6-
1


